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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of SYRCA — Saskatchewan Young Readers” Choice — The Willow Awards, Inc. is to promote reading by

granting a Willow Award to the Canadian and/or Saskatchewan book(s) voted by students to be the best of thase
nominated in designated categories for a specilic year.

OBJECTIVES

In order to achieve its Mission, the Corporation will:

+  develop an annual list of Canadian and Saskatchewan books nominated 1o

receive a Willow Award;

+  maintain a website to inform the public of the list ol nominated books, and
to conduct the voting n:l-:n:ironic:l“}';

«  present Willow Award(s) to the author(s) of the winning book(s);

« promote rr::uling of Saskatchewan and /or Canadian books h‘\' mnducu't:g

the award, and h}' (]L‘\‘r:lupmg incentives for young readers to participate;

+ develop and ensure implementation ol SYRCA - Saskatchewan Young

Readers’ Choice ~The Willow Awards, Inc. policies;

«  cncourage community involvement in all levels of SYRCA — Saskatchewan Young Readers’ Choice — The Willow
Awards, Inc, activity;

+ cooperate with other organizations and groups in order to maximize the use of limited resources;

« ensure that SYRCA — Saskatchewan Young Readers' Choice — The Willow Awards, Inc. is managed in a financially

responsible, prudent and cthical manner

BOARD MEMEBERS 2011 - 2012

President: Ruth Garnett, Saskatoon Directors at Large:

Vice-President: Ann Atchison, Saskatoon Elsheth Dormuth, Saskatoon
Vice-President; Tammic Latimer, Yorkton  Val Gerrard, Regina
Treasurer Donna Koch, Regina Margaret Lipp, Regina
Secrctary: Amanda Hassen, Moose Jaw Cheryl Piprell, Prince Albert
Fundraising Officer: Naomi Kral, Regina Meclody Wood, Yorkton

Past President: Florence Barton, Saskatoon  SLA Representative: Jocelyn Mark Provost, La
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT, SYRCA INC. 2011 - 2012

The Saskatchewan Young Readers' Choice Awards, “The Willow Awards” Inc. met five times
during the 2011 - 2012 year. We welcomed new board member Melody Wood from Yorkton,
and returning board member Elsbeth Dormuth from Saskatoon. Our board had three vacancies

this ycar: two members at Iargc and the SSLA appointed representative

Organizational Structure
During the 2011 - 2012 fiscal ycar, the board reviewed and continued to address the SYRCA
Pl-‘mning Document. We acknowledge the provincial nature of our board and try to recrut

board members from across Saskatchewan. As well as mecting face-to-face, we hold mecun.

by conference call and this year had board members join via SKYPE. We continue to work
toward a practical and equitable division of board related tasks,

Fiscal Responsibility

The positive financial statement reflects the board's serious attention to fiscal responsibility. The very successful
fundraising campaign under the leadership of board member Naomi Kral provided funds to provide programming and
further improve the Willow website. The board continues to promote SYRCA membership through local fundraiscrs
held in Saskatoon and Regina cach year. Board members and volunteers also set up displays and offer book talks at cvents
such as conferences and meetings. A small reserve fund provides a measurc of fiscal security for SYRCA. A special
budget was set up this year 1o provide funds for the celebration of our 10® annual awards. This included 10 author visits
~ to 10 schools throughout the province, and a gift of a complete set of the current nominees to cach school. We also
produced a promotional poster “Huddle Up with Willow Books”, which was sent to every school library and public
library in the province.

Communication

The Willow Awards website is the major communication tools for the public, publishers and authors. [t is continuously

cvaluated and updated to meet the increasing demands of an online world. Thank you to web chair Val Gerrard for her

knowledgeable leadership. We also print posters and bookmarks and distribute them by mail to every school division for

}ii§uibul.ian to every school in the province. SYRCA News continues to be posted regularly on the website.
Sustainability

SYRCA continues to promote The Willow Awards across the province and continues to have voter numbers increase cach
[

}car This would indicate that the program is growing. Attempts to recruit board members from different arcas of
§=5katdrc\t an have been successful and are ongoing. We continue to expand the membership and volunteer base. Extra

u‘uuamcs were added this year to celebrate the 10* annual awards, which brought more attention and awarencss to The
Illm\ Awards province-wide.

Programming

Willow Awards reccives many positive comments about book sclection, related activities found on the website,

ents like the launch and gala and prizes offered to classrooms and individual students. A great deal of board attention is
cd to activitics and rewards that will encourage children to be lifclong readers. This year, thosc schools that

tered our launch had their names submitted to receive one of 10 author visits and a complete sct of 201 | nominated

ks




REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT, SYRCA INC. 2011 - 2012

Details of winners and photos of the author visits can be found on the website. SYRCA “The Willow Awards” Inc.
appreciates the gencrous support of our patrons, sponsors, donors, fricnds and members. On behalf of the SYRCA Board
of Directors, | would like to thank cach ol you for your commitment to literacy and the children of Saskatchewan. |
would also like to thank the volunteer board members who have devoted countless hours to ensure the suceess of the
organization, They are a creative, hardu-orking group of people who cheerfully share their time, talents and endless
enthusiasm for fulfilling the SYRCA mandate, to promote reading among Saskatchewan children and youth.

Phis s bren my first year as president, and it has been a [ull one, with regular SYRCA duties as well as the 10 year
crarnative - A special thanks to the Board members this year, as many extra hours were required to complete all the
“obLrary nitiatives that were planned.

| Uhe SYRCA Annual Report rellects the success of the 2011 = 2012 operating year, Minutes of the 2010 - 2011 Annual
General Meeting will be available at the May 26, 2012 Annual General Mecting.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Garnett, President

Key Priorities for 2011 - 2012

SYRCA - THE WILLOW AWARDS STRATEGIC PLAN

Effective strategic phnning requires us to focus on a few key priorities, while at the same time continuing to attend to
all the important arcas that relate to our mandate as outlined in our mission statement. A priority is often carried out

over more than one year, SYRCA's mmplclc p!:mnlng document is found on the website at

hups/ fwwew willowawards.ca/about-svrea

Organizational Structure
«  Taskand Responsibilitics e e rsh
0 Bnard'McﬂingS : i : o" ﬂ'ﬁﬂ@?ﬁﬁ.ﬁmimﬂﬁl# Urce Er}\.'["_h_r:l,., Crs'
Fiscal Responsibility, . - + Excautive Directors paid position
« Book Selcction:
+ Galaswinning authors® attendance, read inglathost

schools
« Launch
- Educational/Activitics




REPORT OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT

Goal: Foster positive relationships with Canadian publishers, authors and illustrators

In my role as Vice-President, it is my responsibility to maintain communication with the publishers, authors, and
illustrators. To facilitate this | maintain databases of contact information.

In carly June, publishers were contacted to request submissions for our selection committees. At this time [ also noii
fied them of the award winners. In carly February, following the Board mecting where the list of nominated book: .
shared, I contacted the publishers to obtain information for cach of the nominated authors and illustrators, as well «
relevant permissions. Nominated authors and illustrators were also contacted to inform them of their nominatic::

to request permission to link to their websites. In January, nominated authors and illustrators were contacted v
official letter of congratulations on their nominations and a request for a signed copy of their book. Each letter in d
a copy of our poster and a sct of bookmarks. This year a copy of our Gainer poster celebrating 10 years was also
included. The signed books were given to individual students who attended the Gala, Hlustrators were also sent a
package with our posters and bookmarks. Following the voting, the winning authors and illustrators were contacted and
invited to the Gala, Each year | receive notes and emails from a number of authors and illustrators thanking us for the
work that we do,

Maintaining a current list of contact people for the publishers can be a challenge, however, it s essential to our
work. Without their assistance in pruviding copies of the books, as well as information about the books, authors and
illustrators, our work would be very dillicult, if not impossible.

Respectfully submitted,

L *'—mﬂih mua mmaﬂ}mﬁ (ﬂﬁ,q“mwm

mendous time and ffort it takes to narrow down the Willow Award non cach year. | T
scinating stories. m;;nﬂhuvmﬁﬁsﬂﬂmﬁf‘lﬁ .
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A LOOK BACK

Sometime during the year 2000, an idea began percolating in the minds of the executive of the Saskatchewan School
Library Assoctation. [t was recognized by the president at the time, Carol Thiessen, that many provinces had a Children's
Choice Award, and |1|.:t|1.:||15 it was time for Saskatchewan 1o dcwfnp our own. A feasibility study was undertaken by

Marion Perry, with the help of a core of dedicated volunteers. The result was the incorporation en August 31, 2001 of

SYRCA Saskatchewan Young Readers’ Choice - The Willow Awards Inc., which is a registered non-profit corporation,
v tered with the province of Saskatchewan.

-+ movement in the province grew, so did invalvement in The Willow Awards. The number of communitics
ntinues to grow cach year, as votes increased from about 2000 the first year, to over 14,000 this past year.
r<up well exceeds the number of votces, as we know there are many readers who somchow miss the voting
but still love reading from our lists. Over the years, a website was developed, that has expanded to feature
and activitics for cach book, a monitored comment feature for readers, online voting, and a place to inform and
| feature vur celebrations. We continue to grow and keep up with the current trends in technology, while maintaining our

locus on read ng

We [eel proud to promote quality literature for our young people that represents many genres, cultures and interest, all

written ll}' Canadian authors and illusirators,

The first Board of Directors included:

Marion Perry — President Marlene MeBain = Director, |

Chris!MacLennon’= Dircctor |

Lynn Gilbert - Vice President

Claire Isaac — Vice President Barbara Monen = Director |

Margaret Steger — Treasurer,
Liz Roberts — Sccretary
Muriel Drew - Director
Maureen Erlendson’= Dircctor
John Haas — Director

Eleanor Matz — Director

Judy Nicholson = Director,
Marion Piche = Dircctor
Lori Rog /= Dircctor
Caroline Selinger = Dirctor
Carol Thicssen) - Dircctor:

Leslic:Widdificld*Konkin'= Dirccton

MAY 2009

LS ;




. CELEBRATING 10 YEARS

2011 was a special year for SYRCA as this was the 10 year of nominees and award
& | winners, The Board decided that this deserved a special year of initiatives and

8 cclebrations. Each year, 30 books are nominated, witha resulung 3 winners, one in cach
ctegory of Shining (K- Grade 3), Diamond (Grades 4-6), and Snow (Grades 7-9). Over 10
years, we have had a total of 300 nominated books, and 30 winners - all quality Canadian
children's literature. Each committee reviews up to 150 books annually, from which 10 are
nominated. The numbers are mind boggling!

To celebrate, the Board chose two main initiatives. First, we wanted a special poster 1
would go to all school and public hibrarics, which would have meaning for all. We fel:
|, ,:":. T3 Gainer the Gopher, the Saskatchewan Roughnider mascot, would be representative of |

“ Saskatchewan,  As we are promoting a *Reader Nation”, we chose a group of children 1!
would represent gender and ethnic di versity, reading with their buddy, Gainer. The poster
turned out beautifully, and is entitled “Huddle Up With Willow Books™. A copy was also given
to cach child attending the Gala in Moose Jaw on April 27, 2012.

The second initiative invited adults (teacher librarians, technicians, teachers and others) to
submit their intention to participate this year. These names were then entered to win an author
visit and a mmplctc sct of 2011 nominces, and books h}- the visiting author. Ower 100 entrics
were received, from which 10 winners were randomly drawn, to represent 10 school
divisions. The winners were:

1. Alycia Duplantic, Makwa Sahgaichcan First Nation School Loon Lake
Visiting author — Leah Dorian

2. Donna Lee Austring, Central School, Swift Current, Visiting author - Rebecca Grambo
3. Angela Nordstrum, Red Wing Elementary School, Prince Albert. Visiting author - Alice Kuipers
4. Laurel Kentel, Churchbridge Public School, C hurchbridge. Visiting author — Maurcen Ulnich
5. Charmaine Stouse, McC lurg School, Regina. Visiting author - Peter Eyvindson

6. Adele Green, Outlook Elementary School, Outloak, Visiting author - Ashley Spires

7. Carol Edquist, Valley View School/Beauval Public Library, Beauval.
Visiting author - Leah Dorion

8. Leanne Miller, Pleasantdale School, Estevan, Visiting author - Alison Lohans

9. Melody McPherson, Pilot Butte School, Pilot Butte, Visiting author — Maureen Ulrich

10: Diane Barsi, Holliston School, Saskatoon, Visiting author - Dr. Bey erly Brenna

[Thanks for participating - we look forward to your feedback! Please visit our website for individual reports and pictures
from the visits,




Hank Balance at March 31, 2011

INCOME
Memberships
Sponsorships
Grant
Fundraising
Stickers
GST Rebate

Tetal Income

DISBURSEMENTS
Memberships
Sponsorships/Grants
Fundraising
Markating
Posters/Bookmarks
Stickers
Awards
Lanch/Gala
Offica Expenses
Meeting Expenses
Author Expenses
Website Expenses
Insurance
Review of Books
Sask Culture Membership
Non-Profit Registration

Total Disbursements
Bank Balance at March 31, 2012
Torm Deposit
Balanca at Mar. 3111
Interest
Total

TOTAL ASSETS

Checked and verified by j{

SYRCA - SASKATCHEWAN YOUNG READERS' CHOICE -

THE WILLOW AWARDS INC.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 2012

§19.831.15

$1,820.00
32387500
$500.00
$12,924.00
$162145
$418.74

$41,260.19

$140 88
$184.72
$4,208.89

$10,58263
§16.07
$3.92069
$1,82550
$432.50
35,167 58
$5427.30
$5,341 05
$1,060.00
$150.00
$75.00
$10.00

$38.568.99
$22,522.36

$1520297
511402
$15316.99

$17,819.35

S Dishington, DAA
[7) 2 2012 /
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IPAUNCHING THE 2011 WILLOW NOMINEES

Schools and public libraries are invited to participate in a province-wide launch of the
Willow nominces by aubmiuing a photo and/or deseription of their local launch, Ideas are
many and varied and can be found on the website http: //www, willowawards,ca under
“EFvent Reports”. We love to give away books, so each year the winning entry receives a set
of the 30 current nominces. This year the set of nominated books was awarded to Michelle
McGovarin and Aimee Whitbread from Cut Knife High Schoal. Three other entries were
chosen 1o receive boxes of miscellancous books, Christine Heggestad [rom Frontier School,
Nicole Rowlinson from Lindale School and Tara McKinnon from Alameda School were the

winners of those pnh.‘s.

Respectfully submitted,

Florence Barton, Past President

STICKER REPORT FOR 2011 - 2012

In 2010 - 2011 we sold $498.40 in stickers This vear, 2001 - 2012 we sold $1,646 worth of SYRCA Willow Award
stickers!
Amanda Hassen

FUNDRAISING REPORT 2012

The fundraising committee had a dream this year to try to find funding to promote ten author visits for children in the
province to celebrate ten years of reading books by Canadian and Saskatchewan authors. Sometimes dreams come true,
and that happened this ycar thanks to the dedicated volunteers who worked on the fundraising committee for SYRCA
What an exciting year this has been for the Saskatchewan Young Readers” Choice - Willow Awards! Of course, none of
this would have been possible without the gencrous support of our corporate patrons and the donations we reccived from
individuals throughout the year, As a Silver Patron, Access Communications Children’s Fund prosided funding for five of
the ten author visits around the province,

Two patrons, Book and Brier Patch (Bronze Patron) and SaskEncrgy (Silver Patron), have supported and pmmmcd the
Willow Awards since the start. SaskEnergy has supported the Gala where the winners are announced cach year. Potash
Corp has been a Gold Patron, and thanks to their contribution, we can maintain and improve our website so that it is
more accessible. The commenting feature that was added last year has been popular not only with the children but also
with adults of all ages and with the authors as well. Silver Patron, Conexus Credit Union has been very supportive over
the years; their financial support helps print posters which promotes reading around the whole province. The Royal Bank
of Canada (Silver Patron) was proud to provide additional funding to support the Celcbrating 10 Years Gala in Moose
Jaw.The Willow Awards reccives print support from Silver Patrons The Leader-Past and The Star Phoenix




FUNDRAISING REPORT 2012 continued...

Another special promotion this year was the printing of a poster to celebrate ten years of reading Willow Books. Board
members, Tammice Latimer from Yorkton and Amanda Hassen from Moose Jaw, coordinated with the Saskatchewan
Roughriders and photographer, Mitch of Canada (Bronze Patron) in Yorktan to develop a “made in Saskatchewan® poster
appropriately enutled Huddle Up with Willow Books.

W t the help of some of our Bronze Patrons such as Areva, Cameco, Evraz, Garmett Industries Limited and United
l rvices, we could not reach and promote ra.'.'lding to all children in the province, The Minislr}' ol Education
2ir status from a Patron to a Sponsor this year,

S sddition of the commenting feature, the website has become busicr, and we are proud to say that over 14,000
cli - voted this year to pick the winners for 2011 which celebrated ten years of the Willow Awards in Saskatchewan.
Chan 1 1s constant, and the webmaster 1s working on a new platform to make the website more interactive.

In addition to the finandal donations from our patrons, sponsors and friends, the Board held two fundraising dinners and
silent auctions in Saskatoon and Regina to i‘ldp with Board expenscs, praductinn ol'puslcﬁ and mailing* as well as website
expenses and other promotions ol the Willow Awards

Thank you to my committee, Elsbeth Dormuth, Tammic Latimer, Amanda Hassen and Florence Barton for their hclp and
support. The Board ol SYRCA would like to extend a spedial thank you to all the people who have contributed
ﬁmncmll}‘. IF you wish to make a donation, please think of SYRCA - Willow Awards Inc. to leave a legacy for the
children of Saskatchewan.

Respectively submitted,
Naomi Kral
Fundraining Ollicer

7TH ANNUAL BUFFET AND BOOKS IN SASKATOON

The 7+ annual Bullet and Books on Oct. 27, 2011 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Saskatoon had an extra
fag | ntmmphurc ol celebration. As SYRCA is celebrating 10 years, we took this apportunity to showeuse a

4 Carol Thiessen, one of SYRCA's founding members, along with president
Ruth Gamnctt unveiled the poster to an appreciative group ursul:puﬂcn,
who cach received a poster. After a sumptuous bullet dinner, we were
inspired with a presentation by literary activist Carey Righy-Wilcox, who
shared her story of overcoming her learning disability. Thanks to all who
attended, and congratulations to those who went home with an array of
great items [rom our raffles and silent auction.

13



BUEEET AND BOOKS IN REGINA
it

Oner 130 people attended the BufTet and Books dinner at the West Harvest Inn in Regina
on April 18, 2012. For the first time at the Regina dinner an author spoke about reading
and wriling. Alice Kuipt‘rﬁ, 2011 Snow Willow nominec and author ol The Wors Thing She
Ever Did, addressed the crowd. Alice gave the audience ten tips for reading:

Read with your children.

Join the ]i]:lrar}'.

Always take a book when traveling.

Work in a book ﬂmp.

Share the books you love,

Read whatever you want and don't let anyone tell you otherwise.

Don't read the last page first (because it upsets the authors when you do 1!
Read prize bists.

. You don't have to finish a book.

10 Read with your children.

R

Read to your children was repeated to enforce what an important role reading sull plays in
socicty tmla:,'!

Alice's love of l‘l-*-'l-l-!ing and enthusiasm captivated everyone. The committee members re-
ceived many e-mails indicating how they enjoyed Alice’s love alfair with reading Alice has
worked in both a bookstore and a library, and later started a bookstore as a business, Alice
and her husband, accomplished author Yann Martel, share their love of reading with one
another. Alice was kind enough to autograph her new book 40 Things 1 Want 1o Tell You
which was just released in February this year.

It was also nice 10 have other Willow author nominces Wilfred Burton, Anne Patton and
Judith Silverthome in the audicence.

To celebrate our tenth anniversary, Linda Galenzoski, a friend of the Willow Awards, dec-
orated three cakes: Shining Willow - red velvet eake with chocolate icing and a Willow
tree in edible foil; Diamond Willow Cake - a confetti cake covered in pink fondant icing
sparkled with diamonds; Snow Willow cake - a white cake with custard filling covered in
shiny white snowflakes.

Ross Empey, an auctioneer, auctioned the cakes to raise funds for SYRCA. This was a lirst for
Ross, he has auctioned many things, but never cakes!

In addition to the cake auction, the annual Silent Auction featured 41 items. This year the
format was enhanced by the purchasc of “Trump the Bid" tickets. One Iuck)' ticket winner
was able to select one auction item of their choice. Ted Forrest from Regina was the lucky
winner,

Thanks to everyonc present and to all the velunteers who make this event so successful.
However, we need more Board members in Regina, Please consider letting your name

stand for the Board to help promote reading for kids!

Naomi Kral




COMMUNICATION: WILLOW AWARDS WE

Goal - Strategic Plan: Maintain and enhance the current website.

The website continues to be our key communication tool with the membership and
participants in the Willow Awards, The last year saw the usual activity associated
with the scarly cycle of the Willow Awards. The 2011 nominees, activities, the

Lave = nd Gala applications, and the voting forms were added to the website at the
ay v times. Throughout the year, items are added to the “What's New” tab,
W pecome one of the most popular pages on the website, The commenting
fi « provided a forum for interaction between the nominated authors and the

:nd 15 heavily used. Giving students a voice on the nominated books is
v vur target audience in a new way. Realizing the limitations of the current
wlsite, the committee 1 exploring opuions for a new pladform that will make it
more lunctional as well as more appealing to visitors.

With over 14,000 students voting this year, the backend database was used to
streamline the voting and awarding of student prizes. The majority of the votes again
were online For the 2012 voting year, we are looking to discontinue paper votes,

Due to the continued dedication of our wehsite dc\-elupcr Trevor Cunningham,
website volunteers Marion Perry and Kathy Stedwall, and graphic support from Rob
Bredin, the website is maintained and continues to evolve. The volunteers'
generous donation of time ensures the continuity of the Willow Awards website.
The website is an expensive module for SYRCA to mantain, and is made possible
-mlcl}* h}' the generous funl]ing pru'.'idcd by our corporate sponsors.

Respeetfully submitted,

Val Gerrard
Woebsite Commuttee Chair

BSITE REPORT

Itwas pretty obviousatithe
’ L_;(l"‘i‘) Anniversary
@ihL.I‘,(!:;‘x‘- L[LL M:Ii‘}.-

Nk
La.-‘.

Gh?:mlh&iﬂ[bimﬂmﬂ
on their favonite book:

Their
enthusiasm [or readingis
(T.l,.]illdinhl[!ﬂ.j‘:h ad|for

s - enjovmentas

book'selection:

(Clayte 'WD«iw




2011 WILLOW NOMINEE VOTING REPORT

The Willow Awards keeps on growing. More than 14,000 children voted for their favourite Willow nomince. This is an
increase of almost 1,000 votes, The voters represent communitics from all comners of Saskatchewan and each year, we
see new school communitics particip:lling Each year, we draw the names of three p:lrliu'patmg teachers who cach re-
ceive a “classroom ]ihrar}" of books appropnatc to their age of students, This year, the winning classrooms were from
St. Mary’s Community School in North Battleford, Glaslyn Central School in Glaslyn and Melfort and Unit Compieli v

sive Collegiate in Melfort. Thirty-five individual students from all arcas of the province were also awarded a bl
through draws made from the voters

The increase in voting numbers indicates that The Willow Awards program is growing and rcachlng more ch' o inour
province. It is encouraging to receive feedback from teachers and children mdicating their enthusiasm for th program
and for their favourite books. Thank you to the patrons and sponsors who make The Willow Awards possibl

Respectfully submitted,

Florence Barton, Past President

Votes by 2008 2009 2010 2011 %CHANGE
Category
SHINING 9,057 9,326 10,582 127100 %14
H 270
DIAMOND 769 1,239 1,252 1,495 %19
[ 400
SNOW 262 526 520 585 %13
5351
TOTAL VOTES 10,088 11,101 12,534 445179 %I13
13,242

The Willow Awards is like the Peoples' Choice Awards of children's books. The students are actively involved
and are very excited to be a part of the process of reading the hooks and choosing their favounites to win. But

win or lose, they come away from the experience with a greater appreciation of the writing process and the
written word,

Pam Diacon, Literacy Coach, Moose Jaw
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PROGRAM: SHINING WILLOW SELECTION COMMITTEE
REPORT

The Shining Willow Sclection Committee for 2012 nominees met four
times - once cach in October, November December and January. The
committee consisted of 11 readers: Florence Barton (chair), Dr.
Christtine Fondsc, Tamar Green, Kandice Heinrichs, Laurie Hnatiuk,
Alicia Klopoushak, Donna Kech, Tammic Latimer, Kathy Sharman,
Susan Voitka-Scager, Tracy Woodward. SKYPE was used to include
members [rom out of Saskatoon in the mectings.

The committee considered about 90 ttles published in 2011 and 26
titles published in 2010, The wiki was used more extensively this year
to make comments about the books individual members read. The wiki
was then used at meetings, especially to include comments of members
who could not be present.

In January, we linalized our list of 10 titles and 2 alternates to be
presented to the board. We concluded out meeting with dinner for

those who could stay,

1 appreciated the enthusiasm and dedication of the committee and the

lively debates that took place at mectings, Itisa pri\'ih;gc to work with
a group nrpl:c'-plr who have a passion for and expertise in children’s
literature and the children for whom the literature is written,

Rﬂpcclfu”v submitted,
Florence Barton
Chair, 201 | Shining Willow Selection Committee

THE SHINING NOMINEES 2012
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PROGRAM: DIAMOND WILLOW SELECTION COMMITTEE

REPORT

The Diamond Willow committee had a diverse membership this year; library workers, teachers,
children, a town coundillor and a Conexus Credit Union employce  Duc to varying amounts of free
tume that the committee members could devote to reading we had a group of 14 readers who chose 10
titles from a collection of 37 titles from 2010 and 117 titles from 2011, Of those 117 utles, we put

oll 47 to the next vear for consideration. This was to case our agony over too many good books.

We met in October, November, December, and twice in January to narrow down the choices, At

times we raved about a book, hut 1IItIITI.1ll"|}' had to reject it as we felt it was more interesting 1o adults
than to children, There were members who were so excited as though they had been granted
membership into an ultra-cool seeret club, which in a w ay it is, and certainly a book club
where junior literature is discussed. We used a wiki, as well as emails, and phone alls to

carry on discussions between face-to-face meetings.

Most often we met at the La Ronge Public Library as it offered beuer ]url'.ing than my house

and the librarian agreed to house the books, This allowed people to u.'.\changc the books they

had finished with greater case which increased in importance the doser to the end we were.

Once the final selection of our 2012 nominces had been made, the members happily scooped up titles to start reading for
the 2013 nominces. Below are the books that were selected. Descriptive annotations, links to reviews and author

information may be found at h{ip;f fwww willowawards ca/nominated-books/ 201 2 Zdiamond-willow:

I would like 10 thank my committee members Judy Angelstad, Nikki Beaudin, Kacy Callin, Erin Carter, Gail Clark,
Tyrone Halkett, Connie Hogan, Annalisa Lindskog, Rosemary Locfller, Evelyn Parker,
Harrict Roy, Serena Roy and Lisa Ulriksen for the time they volunteered to this

endeavor

Respectfully submitted

Jocelyn Provost, Chair - Diamond Willow Committee




PROGRAM: SNOW WILLOW SELECTION COMMITTEE

REPORT

The Snow Willow committee consisted of 12 members [rom Regina and Saskatoon., Our
group represents Teacher Librarians, Teachers and school Library Technicians, including some
retired hook-lovers. We continued to use our online wiki to share reviews, have conversations

and discussions of books. We had 4 [ace-to-face meetings in Saskatoon, and we now also use

Skypu as 2 wav wo include members who cannot p]]:.:-ir.‘.lll}' attend.

This » considered | 34 submitted utles: 35 published in 2010 and 99 published in 2011,

Subny that were received after the Oct. 31 deadline will be considered for next year.

We as o'+ to present the books below as [inalists for the 2012 Snow Willow Award. Descriptive annotations, links to
review s ol 2othor information may be lound http: / S www willowawards,ca/nominated -bonks /201 2 /snow-willow

I'would hke to thank all committee members for the many hours spend reading books and for their thoughtful

contributions to the discussions, which allowed lor selection of a list of titles “'de"j' ol nomination,

| Thanks to all committee members: Ann Awchison, Florence Barton, Ruth Elliott, Jane
S Glen, Llndsa}' Kelleher, Naomi Kral, Tamzen Ku]}l&, Bl‘idgct Osika, Sheree Rutherlord,
Carlenc Walter, Carole Caman for many hours of thoughtful n:.uling. analyses and

| camaraderie.

RL‘\pt':'lruH}' ﬂuhnult:'dl,

Ruth Garnett, Chair — Snow Willow Committee
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The Saskatchewan Young Readers' Choice Awards is cl:ltbr.‘lllng its 11
year in 2011-2012, so Amanda Hassen of Holy Trinity Catholic School
Division took up the l:h:.llcngc of putung on an Awards Gala fitting
milestone. Amanda and her team, including  Stacey Moser, Clayton Bos
Monique Byers, Jessica Kowbel, Amy Scuka, Christine Messer, Collo. o
Mitchell, Ruth Schneider, and Arlene Kolasl\'}' l:crt.unl_\ met this challen
With the continuous spnnmnhip ol S.l\l;Em'rg_\'_ and additonal financial
support from RBC, the committee was able to ]lr‘ihg ln_gclhi:r 600 students
and guests from Kindergarten to Grade Eight from all of the Holy Trinity

schools in Moase J:m.‘ fora 11.1} ol celebration.

The Gala was held at the Heritage Inn and Convention Centre
in Moose Jaw, and for the first time ever at a Gala, the

students were scated around banguet tables. Capable student
Masters of Ceremony were Maguire Abell and Melanic
Bissonnctte-Compain, Wonderful contributions to the
program were made by individuals, small groups and
classrooms from St. Mary School, Ecole St. Margarct, St
Agnes School, Sacred Heart, and St. Michael School. Spedial
greetings emphasizing the importance and the benefits of
reading were given by His Worship Glenn Hagel, Mayor

of Moosc Jaw; Mrs. Ruth Garnett, President of SYRCA; the Honorable Dustin Duncan, Minister of S.:.¢I¢I€|1g-rg}', and
Mrs. Geri Hall, Superintendent for Holy Trinity. A commemorative willow tree, a complete sct of 2012 Willow
nominated books, and a commemorative plaque were presented to the school division as well.

The highlight and main rcason for holding the Gala was to announce the Winners of the 2011 Willow Awards, and
the winners are: Susin Niclsen for Dear George Clooney Please Marry My Mom, L.M. Falcone for The Midnight Curse, and
Kenneth Oppel for The King's Taster. Both Susin
Niclsen from  Vancouver and L.M. Falcone from
Toronto attended the Gala, and were cheered
cnl.husiaslical])'. Both were excated and honoured to 3 ?
have won, and stated that an award where only the
students can vote has speaal meaning for writers,
because the readers are doing the judging.
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THE 10™ ANNUAL SASKENERGY WILLOW AWARDS GALA

Follow, rala, everyone cnjoyed scrumptious cupcakes and
juice, @ ~ time to appreciate the wonderful decorations and
student o0 o ound the room.

students, doing author visits with Grades 7 and 8, and
Grades 3 to 6 respectively.

They were certainly a hit with the students, and will leave lasting B .“ J"'I .- | "‘-_ & i (. :
"t‘E)rL‘I'\""\\ on '“111) ?J ;-F .

r;\l
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SHINING WILLOW
THE KING’STASTER
BY KENNETH OPPEL

“! J"' o
e, e
" . |:

N 0 e
B o 1300

4 DIAMOND WILLOW
1§ THE MIDNIGHT CURSE
MIDNIGIT BY L. M. FALCONE
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SNOW WILLOW
DEAR GEORGE CLOONEY
PLEASE MARRY MY MOM
BY SUSIN NIELSEN
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SYRCA-THEWILLOW AWARDS

Patrons, Sponsors, and Friends

Saskatchewan Young Reader’s Choice Awards gratefully acknowledge our patrons, sponsors and [riends

for their linancial support. The gencrous contributions made by those listed below have made the Wil-
low Award E:m'tuhl(:.

SYRCA ¢ |d Patrons have gencrousl}' contributed $50000 or more .

\'~ PotashCorp

Helping Nature Provide

SYRCA Silver Patrons: have generously contributed $3000 to §4999.

conexus S::.ivskEner'g]g> _

Credit Union

|_LEADER-POST Y
- Children’s Fund
The StarPhoenrx

RBC Royal Bank*

SYRCA Bronze Patrons have gcncmusl}' contributed S1000 to $2999.

: gook k Brler Pagey
S A «((@
[ R A 2

Boaks = Muske = Goflre A R E VA Cameco

>
=EVRAZ

United Library Services
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SYRCA-THEWILLOW AWARDS

Patrons, Sponsors, and Friends

SYRCA Sponsors have generously contributed $500 to $999:

Ministry of Education

FRIENDS have gencrously contributed S0 1 5199

*  Ann Atchison

* Florence Barton

* Sharon Gabora

* Ruth Garnett

s Claire Isaac

* Hi-Tec Profiles Inc.

* Naomi Kral

* Saskatchewan Reading Council
¢ Supcrannuated Teachers of Saskatchewan - Regina Chapter
* Mary Saso

¢ Solvera Solutions

*  Woest Harvest Inn - Regina

* Melody Wood

T EE
W ILL LQON
AWARD S
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