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Snow Willow Finalists
Barry Squires, Full Tilt 

by Heather Smith
Penguin Random House, ©2020 

ISBN 978-0-7352-67466 (hc),  
978-0735267480 (pbk)

Barry Squires wants to stand out by joining 
the Full Tilt Irish Step Dancers. He has 
debatable talent and his quick temper 
stands in his way.  Although his family isn’t 
betting on his success, he does have some 
supportive characters standing behind him. 
When tragedy strikes his household, love 
prevails. 

Lessons In Fusion 
by Primrose Madayag Knazan 

Yellow Dog, ©2021 
ISBN 9781773370682 (pbk)

Sarah runs a successful fusion recipe blog. 
When she is invited to Cyber Chef, a 
virtual cooking competition, she’s pushed 
to present dishes that represent her 
Filipinx culture, but these flavours are 
foreign to her since her parents raised her 
emphatically Jewish. Sarah must discover 
the true meaning of fusion.

Guardians of Porthaven 
by Shane Arbuthnott 

Orca Book Publishers, ©2021 
ISBN 9781459827042

Malcolm Gravenhurst turns 15 and becomes 
a Guardian, like many of his family before him. 
Their job?  To defend Porthaven from frequent 
alien invasions. He meets a small group of 
teens working in hiding and they begin to 
uncover some dark Guardian secrets.  When 
Porthaven is faced with destruction, he must 
choose between his family and what is right.

Sisters of the Wolf 
by Patricia Miller-Schroeder 

Dundurn Press, ©2021 
ISBN 9781459747524 (pbk)

Two ice-age teens from different clans 
must overcome their differences to survive 
wild lands, ferocious beasts, and a ruthless 
hunter, Haken, pursuing them both through 
it all. Can Shinoni and Keena find a way to 
work together, escape Haken and make it 
home?

Borders 
by Thomas King

HarperCollins Publishers Ltd, ©2021
ISBN 978-0316593069 (hc),  
ISBN 9781443460675 (pbk)

 
This graphic novel explores the concepts of 
identity and belonging through the story of a 
young boy who is traveling with his mother 
across the Canadian-United States border 
to visit his sister.  When border guards ask 
whether they are Canadian or American, 
their answer,“Blackfoot”, leaves them in limbo 
between nations.

The Life and Deaths  
of Frankie D. 

by Colleen Nelson 
Dundurn Press, ©2021  

ISBN 9781459747586 (pbk)

As a young child, Frankie, a girl with 
lamellar ichthyosis, was found abandoned 
in an alley with no memories of how she 
got there. With recurring dreams about 
hundred-year-old carnival sideshows and 
an “alligator” girl just like her, can she piece 
together her past to find out who she is?

Homewrecker 
by Deanna Cameron 

Wattpad Books, ©2021 
ISBN 978-1-98936547-2 (hc),  
ISBN 978-0241493458 (pbk)

After a devastating tornado hits, Bronwyn’s 
mother is missing.  When her body is 
found it looks like she wasn’t killed by the 
tornado, but murdered.  With the help of 
her estranged father, can Bronwyn find out 
who killed her mother?

Under the Iron Bridge 
by Kathy Kacer 

Second Story Press, ©2021 
ISBN 978177260250 (pbk)

It’s 1938 and Paul is being pressured against 
his will to join the Hitler Youth.  When he 
meets and chooses to join a group of rebel 
teenagers called the Edelweiss Pirates, 
he finds out how dangerous it can be to 
undermine the Nazis and help the Jews.

Given 
by Nandi Taylor

Wattpad Books, ©2020
ISBN 978-1-98936-504-5 (hc),  
ISBN 978-1989365632 (pbk)

Princess of the Yirba, Yenni, sets out on a 
journey to the empire of Cresh to find 
a cure for her father. Upon arriving, she 
meets a dragon-shifter named Weysh, 
claiming she’s his “Given”- his destined 
mate. He’s exactly the kind of distraction 
Yenni can’t afford while her father’s life’s in 
danger. 

Pine Island Home 
by Polly Horvath 

Penguin Random House: Puffin Canada, ©2020 
ISBN 9780735268623 (hc),  

ISBN 978-0735268647 (pbk)

After their parents’ death, four sisters 
travel from Borneo to small town BC, to 
move in with their great aunt. They arrive 
to learn she has died while they were 
enroute. To stay together, they enlist the 
help of their aunt’s crotchety neighbour to 
pretend to be their guardian. Will they get 
caught?
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